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Mass Times Mon-Fri 9am | Sat 5pm | Sun 8am & 11am | Reconciliation Sat 3-4pm or by appt 

Office Hours Mon- Thu 9am-1pm | (907) 349-8388 | 2627 Lore Rd Anchorage, AK 99507 | holycrossalaska.net 

There are different ministries, 
but the same Lord.  

You then are the Body of Christ.  
Everyone of you is a member of it. 

1 Corinthians 12:5 & 27 

Seventh Sunday 

in Ordinary time 

Feb 19, 2023 
 

1 John 2:5 
Whoever keeps the word 

of Christ, 
the love of God is truly 

perfected in him. 
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This Week at Holy Cross 
Mon Feb 20 
 9am- Mass 
 1pm- Aspen Creek Service 
Tue Feb 21 
 9am- Mass 
 5:30pm- Confirmation Class Cxl  due to Ash Wed. 
 7pm- OCIA 
Wed Feb 22 
 9am- Ash Wednesday Mass 
 7pm- Ash Wednesday Mass 
Thu Feb 23 
 9am- Mass 
 6:30pm- Eucharist Study 
Fri Feb 24-Office Closed 
 9am- Mass 
 *6-12 Grade Retreat* 
 6:30pm- Stations of the Cross 
Sat Feb 25 
 *6-12 Grade Retreat* 
 1pm- Legion of Mary 
 3-4pm-Confession 
 3:15pm- First Communion Prep 
 5pm- Mass 
Sun Feb 26 
 8am- Mass 
 9:15am- Faith Formation 
 11am- Mass 
 12pm- Rosary 

Mass Intentions 
Call or email the office to schedule your intentions. 

Mass Readings for Next Week 
Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7 

The creation of our first parents, and sin. 
Psalm 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17 

Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
Romans 5:12-19 

Where sin increased, there grace increased all the more. 
Matthew 4:1-11 

Jesus fasted for forty days and forty nights and was 
tempted. 

Reflection 
Like last week, Jesus explains to his disciples that being his 
followers will ask more of them that a literal reading of the law 
they have always been taught. They are called not to an 
approach of compliance with minimum requirements, but to a 
life of radical generosity that imitates the love of God, whose 
love spills forth and gives us life. They are called to offer 
forgiveness and love that is not deserved by the recipients. “Be 
perfect” is an intimidating instruction, but it may help to think 
of “perfect” in the sense of whole or complete. The life to 
which Jesus calls us is one of integrity, one where our hearts 
and minds and actions are all in alignment with each other. 
Living as Jesus asks is healing. It brings us to wholeness. It 
enables us to follow him with our whole hearts. 

Mercy Garden 
Be perfect, Jesus says. Pray for those who persecute you. I try to 
pray for the perfectionist who persecuted me, projecting 
shame on me like violence on a movie screen. But flashes of 
memory intrude on my prayer: images of eyes shadowy with 
judgment, and teeth, pointed and bared. I unbow my head 
instinctively, unfold my hands to shield my vulnerable cheeks. 
Unprepared to offer prayer for the one who harmed me, I 
widen my petition: 
May the sun rise tomorrow, may the rain fall on us all. 
Let there be light, indiscriminate and warm. Let there come 
storms to drench the merciful and cleanse the mean alike, 
to baptize the seemingly irredeemable 
as well as the merely imperfect. 
Let the scorched earth of persecuted souls 
be transformed by your gaze into a garden 
where long-buried seeds of compassion 
germinate at last, grow and flower, 
and humankind, driven to persecute our own kind, 
turns finally in blossoming surrender to you, 
who give us power, intending it for mercy, 
only for mercy, like yours toward my persecutor and me. 
In the clearing after prayer, my mind’s eye sees the 
perfectionist who persecuted me cloaked in a hairshirt 
inherited from parents who never cared for their child. Now all 
the meanness I experienced makes sorrowful sense. Now 
forgiveness like rainfall soaks into my skin and rinses shame 
away that was never mine to bear. 
In your mercy, comes a new prayer, 
let your face shine on my enemy through me. 

Rachel M. Srubas 
Rachel M. Srubas is a Presbyterian clergywoman and Benedictine 
oblate. She is the author of numerous books, including The Girl Got 
Up and the recently released The Desert of Compassion: Devotions for 
the Lenten Journey. 

Mon Feb 20-27 Available! 

Ministry Schedule for next week (Feb 25/26) 

Mass Music Sacristan Servers Readers EM Hospitality 

Sat 
5 pm 

Ryan Meliton 
(walk-ins welcome) 

Matt Williams Jerica Manaois 
Adelina Dizon 

Ray Meliton  Julie Spradling Bell 
Family  

Sun 
8 am 

Ryan Meliton 
(walk-ins welcome) 

Volunteer Needed  Joe & Rose Webb Julie Kentch 
Maureen Retzel 

Mike Likar Dora Castillo  
Matthew Walsh  

Sun 
11 am 

Sheila Soukup 
(walk-ins welcome) 

Volunteer Needed  Kaosi Morah 
Rowdy Reynoso 

Michelangelo Canale 
Ann Dimatulac 

Janina Chlebowski Leigh Rivera  
Mary Ann Green 



RSVP THIS SUNDAY: 
Grades 6-12 Retreat 

One overnight male chaperone is still 
needed! Contact Anna for info! 

God desires a personal relationship 
with us, and we can learn to hear His 
voice by becoming familiar with the 
way He has communicated 
throughout salvation history and 
ultimately through Jesus Christ. 

Retreat Details: Meet at Holy Cross on 
Fri, Feb. 24 (5pm), overnight at St. Therese’s Camp in Wasilla, 
and return Sat, Feb. 25 (late evening). Sledding/tubing 
included, pending weather. Cost $80. Financial aid available. 
Info & RSVP: holycrossalaska.net/retreat 

Low Gluten Hosts  
For parishioners who need low gluten hosts they are now 
available at both communion stations. 

Looking for Input 
Please call or email Fr. Pat or Fr. Dan to let them know if 
making masks optional at the 8am Sunday Mass would prohibit 
your attendance.  Contact a priest this weekend.  Masks are 
always welcome, but we are considering removing the 
requirement.  

Notice of Interest 
The Finance Council is seeking members of Holy Cross who 
may be interested in serving on the finance council. If you are 
interested, please call or email Greg Magee (907-575-3197/
glmagee@icloud.com) for more information. 

Sacrament Prep resumes for First Communion 
Please pray for our First Communion students who will 
continue their preparation process this Saturday, Feb. 25.  

Confirmation Mass: 
Save the Date 
Wednesday, April 26, 2023 at 
7pm at Holy Cross Parish. All 
parishioners are invited to 
join us for this celebration! 

Vacation Bible School 
We are tentatively planning a 
Vacation Bible School week 
in June or July; this will 
depend on the next Faith 
Formation director’s plans 
and preferences. If you’d like 
to be added to an interest list 
to help in summer 2023, 
please contact Anna! 

Vocation Cross Resumes 
The Holy Cross Traveling Vocation Cross will resume next 
week, beginning Saturday 2/18. Please sign up your family 
week to pray for all vocations in the church,  for priests, 
deacons, sisters and lay persons. The sign-up list is next to 
the prayer book in the hall. 

Walking With Moms in Need 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has asked 
all parishes, throughout the country, to join in an effort to 
help pregnant and parenting moms who are in need.  These 
women and families are in our parishes and in our 
community, and many times they don’t know where to go 
for help.  

In response, we at Holy Cross are forming a core team to 
make an assessment of what services are available in 
Anchorage, and how we can communicate that information 
to those in need.  We need volunteers to be part of the core 
team.  And, it would be great to get people from all walks of 
life so that we get different perspectives on what is needed 
and how we should respond.  If you are interested, please 
contact Alice Garrod at 907-529-1161, or Fr. Pat. 

St. Therese’s Camp 
Invites you to the second-annual young adult (18-35 years 
old) retreat, May 19-21, 2023. This year’s focus is an Ignatian
-style preached retreat led by Father James Claver of the 
Servants of Christ Jesus. 
 

The Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius of Loyola turns men into 
incredible saints: St Francis Xavier, who converted much of 
India and Southeast Asia; St Peter Canisius who converted 
much of Germany back to Catholicism; St Isaac Jogues, who 
suffered martyrdom in North America.  In following Ignatius' 
exercises, we will seek to know Jesus Christ more, follow 
Him more closely, and love Him more intimately.  Come 
experience a crash course over this weekend and get set 
afire for the Kingdom! 
 

Cost is $104 per person before Easter Sunday (April 9), $114 
after Easter Sunday. 
 

Some financial aid is available; contact Rudy at 907 232 2066 
or campdirector@stthereseak.com for more information. 
 

 

Confirmation Service Projects:  
Used Glasses Drive 
Olivia will continue collecting used prescription eyewear for 
her Confirmation Service Project will run through March 11.  

Blanket Project 
Susie, Nora, and Jack are collecting fleece blankets & fabric: 
40x60 inches to 90x100 inches. See flyer in foyer. Thank you! 

holycrossalaska.net/retreat
mailto:907-575-3197/glmagee@icloud.com
mailto:907-575-3197/glmagee@icloud.com
mailto:campdirector@stthereseak.com


















PARISH MINISTRIES SERVICE TEAM 
Altar Servers- Jerica Manaois: 230-9418 

Art & Environment- Marilyn Kerr: 346-1624 

Bereavement & Baked Goods- Joan Karcz: 344-0168 

Blessed Sacrament Monastery- Sandon Broek: 947-9168 

Clare House- Leslie Holland: 337-278-7852 

Faith Formation- Anna Schulten: 306-9363 

Church Maintenance- Mike Likar: 529-9015  

Eucharistic Ministers- John Hoppe: 350-7580 

Finance- Greg Magee: 575-3197  

Parish Nurse Program- Deb Seidl: 301-4180 

Hospitality- Joy Maglaqui: 360-5133 

Knights of Columbus- Pat Seidl: 242-1127 

Lawn & Garden-  

Legion of Mary- Mercy Acheson: 223-4822 

Library- Debi Wickler: 952-1879 

Liturgical Ministries Coordinator- Julie Thomas: 538-1109 

Livestream- John Roberts: 317-6808 

Music Ministry- Sheila Soukup: 250-6234 

Prayer Chain- Joan Gillis: 346-3147 

Readers- Jason Hlasny: 242-6655 

OCIA- Sandon Broek: 947-9168 

Sacristan- Matthew Williams: 632-4252 

Snow Plowing- Vince Garroutte: 522-3647 

Youth/ Young Adult Ministry- Anna Schulten: 306-9363 

Thank you for supporting our advertisers!  

To sign up online giving visit holycrossalaska.net/give 
 

ALERT! Holy Cross staff will not contact you requesting 
gift cards. Never purchase or send money/gift cards 

electronically. 

Financial Corner 

https://www.holycrossalaska.net/give

